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1 – What exactly is a TEFL/TESOL 
course? 

 
TEFL stands for ‘Teaching English as a Foreign Language’ and 

TESOL ‘Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages’ 
these two terms are interchangeable, they are both umbrella 
terms for courses which prepare you to teach English to non-

English speaking people. Most people will use the term TEFL but 
TESOL is equally as recognised. Neither is better than the other 
as they just refer to the type of course! The important part is to 

make sure your course has good accreditation so that your 
certificate is well recognised and respected in all corners of the 

world! – Like ours are! 
 

Once you have completed our course you will be qualified to 
Teach English as a Foreign Language ANYWHERE in the world. 
This is because we have accreditation from THREE of the major 
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accreditors around the world! (See accreditation section for 

more details) 
 

Your TEFL/TESOL certificate will qualify you as an  
‘ESL TEACHER’  

You will also have your certificate certified by ACT (Asian 
College of Teachers) which shows you have done real teacher 
practice in your training. This is a very big deal! This sets you 
apart from the 1000’s of people who just do an online course! 

 
 

 
2 – About us 

 
Located in beautiful Canggu, Bali our training centre is a 5 
minute walk to the beach and surrounded by a culturally  
 
exhilarating buzz of coffee shops and restaurants. Our prices 
include free visa information and free job assistance at the end 
of your course. We’ll arrange pick-up from the airport and 
greeting meal on your first night before we begin the 140 hour 
TEFL/TESOL certification. Just book your flight and we'll see you 
here! 
  
We run 11 courses per year, each course is 4 weeks and 140 
hours. You’ll receive a very highly regarded certified 
certificate (this is very important to have) upon completion of 
your course as well as job placement guidance. Most of our 
students begin work within 2 weeks of the course completion 
and have jobs all over South East Asia. We work hard with you to 
find the perfect placement. 

  
We understand where you are coming from, we assume that our 
students have little to no teaching experience and little to no 
knowledge of ESL teaching. Our skill is getting your ready in 4 
weeks. You’ll have the advantage of face-to-face training as well 
as real life teaching practice in schools, businesses and 
language schools. 
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Why Choose Us? 

We have been operating since 2010 delivering TEFL/TESOL 
qualifications in Asia. We have thousands of qualified ESL 
teachers that are now working in all corners of the world.  

We are the best rated TEFL/TESOL provider on GoOverseas and 
have won numerous awards from other large independent 
review companies including GoAbroad.  

So Destination TEFL, BALI is our latest venture! At any location 
you’ll find the same quality 140-hour TEFL / TESOL course with 
highly skilled and passionate trainers, and teacher practicum in 
local schools, businesses and NGOs. 

  

Rest assured that you’ll be in great hands. All of our trainers are 
highly skilled and have years of experience in education. Our 
reputation speaks for us because we put our students first and 
truly have designed a course which not only enriches lives but 
also provides a life changing experience. 

 

 

3 -  Accreditation 

 

Destination TEFL offers TEFL/TESOL courses in academic 
collaboration with Asian College of Teachers (ACT), Asia’s 
largest teacher training body with 30,000 alumni and 600 
schools associations across Asia. 

• All Destination TEFL graduates receive a joint certification 
with ACT who is accredited to TESOL Canada and TQUK. 

• All Destination TEFL graduates also have the option to 
receive an exclusive TEFL Accreditation Certification 
from TESOL Canada and an exclusive Certification 
from TQUK through ACT (after writing an additional exam, 
at a nominal fee). 

• All Destination TEFL alumni enjoy free access to an 
exclusive teachers job 
portal www.teachersjobworld.com to apply to 100's of 
jobs globally. 

• All Destination TEFL alumni are awarded with a certificate 
with a unique identification number which can then be 
verified by prospective employers on the Asian College of 
Teachers 
website https://www.asiancollegeofteachers.education/ce
rtificate/index.php 
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4 - Entry requirements 

 We have general age requirements of 20+ however there is 
flexibility 

- You will need at least 6 months left in your passport 

- A clean and current police check 

- Although a Bachelor’s degree is not required to do our course, 
you will find it much easier to get a job if you have one. However 
there will still be options for you if you do not, speak to one of 
our dedicated customer service team for more info. 

- A positive and hardworking attitude! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 – Our In-Class Courses 

All of our On-Site Courses offer the same 140-hour high quality 
face to face training with real teaching practices in real schools. 
We have extremely highly qualified instructors with years of 
experience. There is no better way to prepare yourself for 
working abroad Teaching English as a Foreign Language.  

 

Pay just 50% of the course fees to secure your place 

and the rest one month before the course starts. 

 
Our courses are slit into 3 groups. They focus on your job 
placement after the course is complete. If you choose to do 
course 1 or 2 then you will probably need a degree.  
 
Course 3 is for our non-degree holders who don’t want to take 
the chance of finding work in Indonesia / Thailand etc. without a 
degree and want the guarantee of a job placement in Cambodia.   
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. 

6 – Job Extension Course (for those 
with a TEFL already?) 
 
TEFL Extension – Practical Teaching and job assistance in 
Southeast Asia 
Have you already completed your 120-hour accredited TEFL / 
TESOL certificate and looking for assistance with job placement 
and in country orientation and support? 
 
This option might be just what you are looking for. 
 

 
 
Eligibility 
  

• Min 120 hour TEFL / TESOL certificate (assessed by 
Destination TEFL during application process) 
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• Age 20 years and above  
• Native or Native level English Speakers   
• UK, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, USA or 

South African Passport Holders 
as well as EU nationals with a clear accent and near-native 
command of English  (other nationalities 
  may apply but visa restrictions might be an issue – please 
check with Destination TEFL before acceptance)  

• Some work experience (does not have to be teaching 
related)  

• University Bachelor’s Degree needed for placement in 
Vietnam & Thailand however non- degreed applicants can 
apply to teach in Cambodia.   

• Fit & healthy (any mental or psychological disorders will 
need pre-approval from Destination TEFL).   

• Clear criminal record (petty crimes can be overseen)  
• Open to new cultures  

  
** We are able to assist friends and couples wanting to travel 
together. 
Program details: 

• 2 weeks in country orientation with practical teaching. 
• Airport Pick-up 
• Welcome Dinner 
• All transport for program related activities 
• Half-day cultural tour 
• 6 to 8 hours of teacher practical’s at schools, NGOs or 

local businesses 
• In country orientation – Asian Culture 
• Interview preparation 
• Recap of lesson planning (Destination TEFL PPP) 
• Actual lesson planning and preparation 

 
Siem Reap, Cambodia - $890.00 (non degree holders)  
(Includes 2 weeks shared accommodation at the Hotel ) 
 
Bali, Indonesia - $625.00 (degree holders only) 
(Excludes accommodation - minimum eligibility criteria will 
apply) 
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7 – Course Overview 
 
You’ve taken the first step in an adventure that will 
change your life, as well as those of others! 
Teaching English as a foreign language is a 
rewarding experience, and a fulfilling way to 
discover other destinations and cultures. 
Studying and working abroad is also a great 
achievement that you can proudly list on your 
CV/resumé. We have options for 
both degree and non-degree holders. Cambodia 
is the ONLY country in SE Asia where you can 
LEGALLY teach without a degree, and so signing 
up to our ‘Course plus Placement’ package is an 
excellent choice. 
  
Degree holders, we have more options for you! 
Either choose to stay in Indonesia, or sign up for 
our ‘Study Bali, Teach Cambodia/Vietnam or 
Thailand package, whereby we guarantee you a 
job placement in Thailand or Vietnam after the 
course, for degree holders from the Native 
English Speaking (NES) countries. 
There’s also the option to just do the course – and 
let the world be your oyster as you consider your 
next destination… 
  
Destination TEFL’s TEFL / TESOL course in the cultural hub 
of Berawa, Canggu - Bali offers both practical training and 
classroom sessions to equip you with the knowledge and skills 
required to teach English to non-native speakers. 
 

The TEFL course in Bali is 140-hrs, over 4 weeks, and additional 
hours will need to be done in your own time for resourcing, 

studying and planning. Your TEFL certificate 
indicates that it includes observed practical 
lessons – this is the preferred requirement for 
schools worldwide, and they are now 
reluctant to accept online courses or the 
shorter 60-hr courses. You receive your 
certificate on the last day of the course, along 
with a letter of recommendation and a 
detailed report to show prospective 

employers. 
  
All of the learning is done hands on through 
games and interactive activities. You will 
never just be lectured to, but will always be 
involved in every lesson. The theory in the 
TEFL / TESOL course is presented by the 
trainer using games, activities and strategies 
that you will then be able to use in your own 
teaching, allowing you to build your portfolio 
of activities and teaching tools from day one. 
Your observed teacher pracs will start from 
week two, when you’ll be able to apply these 
techniques yourself. 
We limit our numbers in our TEFL / TESOL 
course to small groups, so that we can offer 

personal assistance with lesson planning and any area you may 
need help with such as grammar etc. Our practical training 
includes both youth and adult lessons, at various schools, 
businesses and NGOs around the town. Should your course be 
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over a school holiday, we’ll use the same children, but teach 
them in the form of a summer camp. 
 

 
 
What will I learn on the TEFL / TESOL course? 
The following areas/subjects are covered during your 4 weeks 
of TEFL / TESOL training at Destination TEFL / TESOL: 
  

• An introduction to South East Asian culture - to help your 
transition into the local classroom and community. 

• Teaching techniques - we provide you with models to teach 
beginners as well as advanced students, young learners 
and adults 

• Teaching the four skills of language: speaking, listening, 
reading and writing 

• Planning a course for special purposes (such as for a 
business) 

• Grammar - brushing up yours as a teacher, and techniques 
to teach grammar 
Phonics 

• Creating materials for lessons 
• Lesson planning 
• Suitable activities for the language classroom  
• Discipline in the classroom 
• Building rapport with your students, including warmers 

and coolers in the classroom. 
• Classroom management, covering all aspects 
• Teaching one-to-one, as well as larger classes 
• Teaching vocabulary 
• Understanding problems for Asian learners 

(understanding the differences between their language 
and English) as well as for other key languages, such as 
Spanish and Russian. 

• Error correction techniques 
• Preparing your CV/resumé, and tips for the interview 

process 
• Teaching business English 
• Teaching practices and assignments: 
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• You will have the opportunity to conduct several full 

lessons (teacher practices). These are observed by a 
trainer, and detailed and constructive feedback is given to 
you after each lesson, to help you improve for your next 
lesson, and your career to follow. (You will get an 
opportunity to teach both young learners and adults). Our 
qualified trainers will assist you with the lesson planning 
process. Read our blog on making the most of your 
observed lesson 

 
• Materials project: Here you will present the materials used 

for lessons, to the class. 
• A journal entry assignment 
• Various lesson planning and group work assignments 
• Various tests and tasks over the 4-week course, covering 

grammar, punctuation and a few other aspects covered in 
class. We work with our teachers to adequately prepare 

them for these tests. All content of the tests is covered 
during the course. 

 
 
  
There is no final examination that determines your pass grade. 
Your final course result is determined by the combined marks of 
the assignments above, as well as on your participation and 
teamwork in class, attendance and behaviour. 
  
A grade of at least 70% is required in order to pass the course. 
More than 50% of this grade is made up of marks for teacher 
practices. 
Trainees are awarded with either a 'pass', 'merit', 'high merit' or 
'distinction' on their certificates. All graduates receive a report, 
and those who obtain a merit or higher, are also presented 
with a personalised letter of reference. 
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Meet the team at Destination TEFL, Bali 
 https://www.destinationteflbali.com/the-team 
Between the directors and our trainers, we have 50-plus years’ of 
experience in the TEFL and training business. All members of the 
Destination TEFL team have lived abroad – so they know what a 
daunting prospect it can be to take the plunge and start your 
TEFL adventure. You are in good hands! 

 
Matt     WIllie         Kathryn              
Bali Franchise Owner   Operations Manager   
Academic director   
 
Course schedule 
The schedule over the 4-week period will be as follows, including 
class days, cultural days and days off (This time table is subject 
to change as required by the course director). Class times are 
generally from 9am to 3 or 4pm but may vary depending on 
teaching pracs and other factors. Additional work such as 
resourcing and lesson planning will need to be done after hours, 
either as teamwork or individually.  
Study days will be Monday – Friday with final graduation on the 
last Thursday!  
 
 
 

Student Behaviour  Code of Conduct Agreement 
All students are to adhere to the following code of conduct while 
registered as students at DESTINATION TEFL.  As trainee 
teachers, you are expected to behave as teachers, both in and 
out of the classroom. Please sign this agreement below. In 
signing, you agree to the follow the code of conduct, and that 
should you not, you may be asked to leave the course by the 
director, and no money will be reimbursed. 

1. You are expected to dress appropriately in class, as well as 
for (teacher pracs) TPs. Please see above and your 
Facebook group for the dress code. Although the 
classroom dress code is a little more relaxed than that for a 
TP, still no low cut, strapless, or revealing outfits for girls, 
and no vests or caps for boys. Cargo shorts are acceptable 
for the classroom, but not for TPs. Shoes are to be worn to 
class, and left outside the classroom. 

2. No drinking of alcohol during class times, even during lunch 
breaks.  

3. Please treat the staff at your hotel, teachers at the school, 
restaurant staff, neighbouring businesses and all other 
people you come into contact with, with respect  - as is the 
Asian custom. Familiarise yourself with Thai culture, and 
behave accordingly. Teachers are revered in Asia, so 
behave accordingly so that you deserve the respect you are 
given. 

4. Please clean up after yourselves in the classroom: the 
coffee counter, paper cuttings etc. When teaching at a 
school, leave the classroom as you found it, rearrange 
desks, and clean the board. 

5. Please treat each other with respect in the classroom and 
out of class. If you have a disagreement, or a different 
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opinion to someone else, handle it in 
an adult manner, and respect that 
others may not have the same opinion 
as you. 

6. Punctuality is essential. Please 
respect your trainers by arriving to 
class on time in the morning or after 
breaks. The same applies for TPs. 
Marks will be deducted if you are not 
punctual or do not attend classes. 

7. No smoking is allowed at TPs, the 
school premises, or even the 
surrounding building grounds.  

8. No TOILET PAPER OR ANY OTHER FOREIGN MATTER can 
be flushed down the toilets at the school, or anywhere in 
Asia.  

9. All course participants are expected to maintain a 
professional attitude, a respectful manner, and cultural 
sensitivity as befitting a student and representative of 
Destination TEFL in Bali. 

10. A course participant shall at all times act in the best 
interests of the Balinese Teaching Profession that they are 
representing during their stay in Bali, as well as in 
Cambodia, Vietnam and Thailand. They shall not act in any 
manner which is improper or brings Destination TEFL or a 
school that they are teaching at into disrepute. They shall 
not use anyone, treat anyone with bad manners, use 
threatening, abusive, indecent or insulting words or 
behaviour.  

11. Those participating on the ‘Study Bali, Teach 
Cambodia/Thailand/Vietnam’ package, the same code of 
conduct applies when placed in Cambodia, Thailand or 

Vietnam - All programme participants are 
expected to maintain a professional 
attitude, a respectful manner, and cultural 
sensitivity as befitting a student and 
representative of Destination TEFL in these 
countries. A programme participant shall at 
all times act in the best interests of the Asian 
Teaching Profession that they are 
representing during their stay in Bali, 
Cambodia, Vietnam or Thailand. They shall 
not act in any manner which is improper or 
brings Destination TEFL or a school that 
they are teaching at into disrepute. They 

shall not use anyone, treat anyone with bad manners, use 
threatening, abusive, indecent or insulting words or 
behaviour.  

12. Should anyone not maintain appropriate behaviour, they 
will no longer be part of the programme. This applies to 
behaviour while on orientation, during interviews and 
observation lessons, as well as behaviour once employed. 

 
TERMS and CONDITIONS: 
A.   Destination TEFL has the right to cancel the enrolment of any 
student who: 
i.    Is disruptive in class 
ii.   Appears to present a risk to anybody in the programme. 
iii.  Is under the influence of alcohol, drugs or any other banned 
substances. 
iv.  Engages in behaviour that is contrary to the ideals and 
interests of the course. 
v.   Provides inaccuracies or fraudulent claims in the application 
process or while in the programme. 
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8 - Accommodation in Bali 
 

Our recommendation 
 
 

Rumah Kahyangan – Berawa, Canggu 
 
This modern style homestay has 8 beautifully designed large 
rooms and a penthouse suite for families. A communal 
swimming pool and kitchen can be enjoyed anytime of the day 
and you can sleep well knowing the homestay has 24hour 
security.  
 

- 1-minute walk to learning centre  
- Beautiful pool 
- Luxury bespoke designed rooms 
- Sofa in each room 
- Working table in each room 
- Smart TV 
- Spa treatments by request 
- 5-minute walk to the beach 
- House cleaning twice a week 
- $350 for the course length + 1 night 
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Budget option 
 
 

Arik Homestay – Berawa, Canggu 
 
This traditional Balinese style homestay has all that you need to 
be comfortable. Comfy beds and green gardens surrounding the 
property will ensure you wake up with a spring in your step. 
Simple but pleasant.   
 

- 5-minute walk to learning centre  
- Garden view 
- Comfortable rooms  
- Working table in each room 
- 5-minute walk to the beach 
- House cleaning twice a week 
- $250 for the course length + 1 night 
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9 - Visa information 
 
**Please note that you will be sent different Visa Information on 
request during the Covid19 pandemic. 

 
 
Important Visa and arrival information for Bali 
 
 
High-quality and reliable English Language instruction has been 
available for a long time in Indonesia. Teaching English in 
Indonesia will usually mean working with students of all ages, 
from young children to adults. Indonesia is a great place to start 
your new adventure.  
 
For you to get a residential visa and your schools to get the green 
light for you to work, there are a handful of acronymed permits 
that need to be approved including the KITAS, the RPTKA, the 
IMTA, and the Telex Visa.  
But those aren't for you to worry about. Teachers need only apply 
for their initial visa which we are going to bundle into the 
term KITAS.  
 
Documents Required to Apply for your KITAS 
 

• Letter of invitation 
• Visa application form 
• Your passport that is valid for at least 18 months 

• The letter from your sponsor company or school 
• 2 passport sized photos 
• Copies of your qualifications 
• Transcripts from your University- and have them notarized  
• Clean medical check 
• Possibly a background check (depending on your school) 
• Fees 

 
This process can take up to 5 weeks or less, depending on the 
efficiency of the embassy. 
 
  
So, what visa should I come to Indonesia on? 
 
You have a few options, 
 
Tourist Visa 30 
If you know you are going to come to Indonesia for up to 30 days 
only then you can get a free Tourist Visa 30 but you must 
remember that you cannot extend this visa. 
 
Visa On Arrival (VOA) 
However we strongly recommend that you at least get the second 
option the Visa On Arrival (VOA) which is valid for 30 days and 
can be extended for a further 30 days. Passport which must be 
valid 6 months from entry date, return flight ticket. 
How much is the fee? 35 USD (payable at the Visa counter at the 
airport), extension is 35 USD 
 
During those 60 days, you'll have ideally found a school to 
sponsor your KITAS. When you do, the process will go just like we 
described above. 
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Because the KITAS visa for teachers in Indonesia can take up to 
5 weeks to process, sometimes a school will have you apply for 
a temporary business visa so that you can work and stay in the 
country while your KITAS is processing. 
 
 
Major Pro Tip 
 
When entering into Indonesia on a tourist visa, Immigration might 
ask to see your "exit ticket" or "return flight". The excuse of "I'm 
planning to stay in Indonesia and look for a job" will not go over 
well, so you need a diversion.  
 
For $8.99, Best Onward Ticket provides you an onward 
ticket which is real and valid for as long as 48 hours. So now you 
have a ticket to say you're flying out of Indonesia and the 
immigration officers are satisfied to let you in.  
 
 
 

10  Job Information 
 
 
To get a job: 
 
We will be able to offer job guidance and job placement 
assistance! We work with you on your CV and interview prep. We 
are so confident with our skills that we can guarantee you a job 
interview If you are eligible. To be eligible you’ll need the 
following. 
 

Qualifications 
Indonesia wants to ensure the quality of teachers in Indonesia, 
currently if you want to teach English in Indonesia, you need two 
qualifications as a minimum. 
 
 
TEFL Certification 
To be eligible to teach in Indonesia you need to ensure that you 
have a TEFL certificate. Our 140-hour face-to-face certificate is 
very desirable to employees. 
 
Bachelor’s Degree 
A bachelor’s degree is very important to have if you plan to teach 
in Indonesia. The government have been strict recently on 
making sure that international teachers are educated to a high 
level, and bachelor’s degree is evidence of this. You’re probably 
wondering what degree you’ll need.. but don’t worry, a 
bachelor’s degree in any subject will suffice. Just make sure that 
you can get your hands on the original. 
 
Passport holders 
To be able to teach in Indonesia, you will need to have a passport 
from either: 
The United Kingdom, 
The United States, 
Ireland, 
Canada, 
South Africa, 
Australia, 
Or New Zealand. 
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There is a lot of debate on the internet about whether you need to 
be a “native English” speaker” to be able to teach English as a 
foreign language. However, as the term “native” is ambiguous 
most countries have settled this debate by requiring one of these 
passports. There are some exceptions to this rule, but mostly, 
you will need one of these passports. 
 
Clear criminal background check 
You will also need to be able to provide a clear criminal 
background check in order to work as a teacher in Indonesia. You 
do not need this until you get a job but we VERY HIGHLY 
recommend getting one before you leave your country as it will 

be quicker. We will send you details of how to apply in your 
welcome pack. 
 
International School 
 
Native English Speaker: Required 
Bachelor’s Degree: Required 
Masters' Degree or Teaching Degree: Required or alternatively, 
have a Bachelor's plus 5+ years teaching experience 
TEFL Certificate, CELTA degree or equivalent: 
Candidates must be citizens from one of the following nations in 
order to be issued a visa from the Indonesian government: USA, 
UK, Ireland, Canada, Australia or New Zealand. 
KITAS: Required (What the hell is a KITAS? See next section) 
Background Check: Depends on the School 
Health Check: Required from your home country (drug free, HIV 
free) 
Age: Up to 59 years old 
 
Language School 
 
Native English Speaker: Required 
Bachelor’s Degree: Required 
Master’s Degree: Flexible but highly recommended. 
TEFL Certificate, CELTA degree or equivalent: Required 
KITAS: Required 
Candidates must be citizens from one of the following nations in 
order to be issued a visa from the Indonesian government: USA, 
UK, Ireland, Canada, Australia or New Zealand. 
Background Check: Depends on the school 
Health Check: Required from your home country (drug free, HIV 
free) 
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Age: Up to 59 years old 
 
Documents Required to Apply for your KITAS when you get a job 
 
Letter of invitation 
Visa application form 
Your passport that is valid for at least 18 months 
The letter from your sponsor company or school 
2 passport sized photos 
Copies of your qualifications 
Transcripts from your University- and have them notarized 
Clean medical check 
Possibly a background check (depending on your school) 
Fees 
This process can take up to 5 weeks or less, depending on the 
efficiency of the embassy. 
Study in Bali - Teach elsewhere! 
 
If you have, or are thinking of going for one of our packages with 
employment opportunities in Cambodia, Thailand or Vietnam 
then we will send you details of visa information with your 
information pack. 
 
Visa information is easier for these options due to the fact that 
you'll be going to these countries with just work in mind. 
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11 – About Bali 
 
Enigmatic Bali is the proverbial jewel in the crown of Indonesian 
tourism. The Hindu enclave has long entranced foreigners, from 
artists and writers in the 19th century through to surfers in the 
20th century and these days, well, pretty much everyone from 
budget-conscious backpackers through to well-heeled luxury 
travelers from around the world come to Bali. 
 
So where is Bali? Bali is one of the many islands that make up 
Indonesia, and is one of Indonesia’s most popular tourist 
destinations. 
Bali sits between Java to the west, and Lombok to the east. Bali 
is in the Indian Ocean, and belongs to the region of South East 
Asia. Luckily, it only takes us between 5 and 6 hrs to get to from 
Sydney, Australia. 
     
According to the 2011 Census, Bali has a population of 3, 643, 
472. Bali is densely populated in urban areas, however the 
population is spread throughout regional areas of the island. It is 
common for Balinese people to remain living in the village they 
were born, often never leaving this area. 
Bali is so diverse, this is a great reason to explore more than just 
the beaches and night clubs of Kuta. Some of Bali’s most 
beautiful places are in regional areas, so if you have time, make 
sure you explore! 
The main languages spoken in Bali are Balinese and Indonesian. 
Although it is very easy to get by whilst on holidays, as English is 
spoken at most tourist spots. However, It’s always nice to learn a 
few simple words before you go or whilst your there! Terima 
Kahsih (balinese for thank you) is a handy word we were taught, 

although the locals advised shortening it to Ma Kahsih to avoid 
sounding like a tourist! 
 
 
 

Weather 
Indonesia's climate is monsoonal and is affected by a series of 
weather patterns depending on where you are in the archipelago. 
Broadly speaking, unless you're hiking the glacier in Papua the 
weather is hot and wet or hot and dry. Indonesia has no shortage 
of volcanoes and at higher altitude -- such as when you are 
climbing them! -- the temperature will drop, but you're essentially 
straddling the equator and it is warm to hot year round. 
 
As with other monsoonal climates, wet season is characterised 
by short, heavy downpours rather than all-day, never-ending rain 
(though the latter does happen). Flooding in parts of most cities 
in peak wet season is to be expected. Wet season brings with it 
rough seas and boat timetables (and safety) may be affected. 
 
Generally speaking, Indonesia's wet season is between late 
October and April/May and the dry season is between April/May 
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and September/October, with the "coolest" period falling in July 
through August (cool is a relative term in Indonesia). The country 
is affected by two primary monsoon systems -- the southeast 
monsoon from June to September and the northwest monsoon 
from December to March. 
 
 
 
Food 
Bali, like a lot of Asia, has 
the most diverse and 
culturally driven food on 
the planet. There are lots 
of goreng or fried dishes 
ready to tantelise your 
tastebuds! The best part? 
It’s so cheap! There is 
everything from nasi 
(rice) 
goreng, mie (noodles ) 
goreng, ayam (chicken) 
goreng, and 
to pisang (banana) 
goreng. On a detox? The 
tropical fruits here are 
the juiciest and most 
delicious you’ll ever try. 
Local warungs will make 
not only your belly full but 
the prices will keep your 
wallet full too! 
 

Getting around 
Learn the best way to get around – safely! 
Roads are extremely small around Bali therefore the quickest and 
best way to get your freedom is by scooter. It’s much cheaper 
than getting a driver or a taxi! Normal daily rent is around 50,000 
Indonesian rupiah, so don’t be tricked – bargain if you must! Your 
safety is very important to us so please always always always 
wear a helmet! It might feel great to have the wind in your hair but 
be safe! If you have never ridden a scooter before then ask your 
rental guy to give you a quick lesson then you’re free to go 
wherever you like! Get off the main roads and drive around the 
remote country roads for phenomenal sights and smells as you 
take in the lush Bali landscapes! 
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Currency 
The Indonesian currency is the rupiah (IDR). The exchange rate 
as of late 2015 is around 13,000-14,000 to US$1. Coins are used 
for 100 up to around 1,000 rupiah, notes run from 1,000 rupiah up 
to 100,000 rupiah. You heard right: the largest note is worth just 
over US$7. This can make ATM transactions very expensive, as 
the maximum withdrawal is usually 1.5 million (for machines 
dispensing 50,000 rupiah notes) to 3 million rupiah (for those 
dispensing 100,000 rupiah notes, though sometimes their 
maximum is 2 million only). 
Plan your finances accordingly and be aware of what your bank 
is charging you for each withdrawal. International ATMs can be 
easily found in larger cities and many smaller towns, but on 

smaller islands you’ll have to carry cash to keep you going. Small 
shops may often (illegally) offer candy instead of the smallest 
coins in change. Many larger shops will accept credit cards, but 
often charge a 3% fee. 
 
Plugs and Sockets in Indonesia and Bali 
In Bali and Indonesia you can expect the 2 pin socket and plug as 
used in larger parts of Europe. This should be an essential item in 
your travel bag as you’ll certainly need one! The pins are round, 
not flat or rectangular. 
 

 
 
SIM cards 
SIM cards are available at the airport and many shops. For 
approximately $6 you get a SIM card with enough data for the 
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month. Please ensure your phone is UNLOCKED in your home 
country – as some providers lock phones to a specific network. 
 
Safety 
By and large, Indonesia is a safe country to travel in. If you are a 
victim of a crime at all, it’s likely to be an opportunistic one, such 
as snatch and grab or petty theft, and even then probably only in 
tourist centres such as busier areas in Bali. Snatch and grab 
(where a motorcycle-riding thief rips a bag of your shoulder) 
however is a growing problem in Bali, especially in Sanur, 
Seminyak and Ubud, and people have been killed in such attacks. 
Always carry handbags and shoulder bags on the off-road 
shoulder when walking along the road or footpath. 
 
 
Documentation 
Please do NOT carry your passport around with you, as loss or 
theft can be a costly and time-consuming problem. We 
recommend storing your passport in a safe place and carrying a 
photocopy. You could pair this photocopy with an official photo 
ID from home if you have one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 – Preparing to come 
 
Preparing for your trip 

• Make sure your passport is up-to-date. To enter Bali, your 
passport must be valid for at least 6 months after you arrive 
in the 

country. They will not issue a one-year visa if you have less 
than a year left in your passport. 

• Be sure to have small notes of USD for your visa on arrival, 
see above for more information. 

• Review the healthcare information available for Asia and 
meet with your doctor to be certain you have all the 
recommended vaccinations.  
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• Contact your bank and credit card companies to alert them 

of your international travel plans. 
• Make photocopies of your passport, flight confirmations, 

and other tickets, to keep with you in a separate location 
from the originals. You may also wish to save them in digital 
form. 

• Write down your credit card contact information in case 
you lose your card. 

• Leave your detailed itinerary and passport number with a 
relative or friend. 

• Create photocopies of your photo ID or passport to carry 
with you, along with your travel insurance policy, and 
the name of a person to contact in the event of serious 
illness or emergency. 

• Don’t forget travel insurance! 
 
 
Packing tips 
 

• Pack a water bottle to fill up at water stations, so you don’t 
have to buy bottled water all the time. 

• You are 
entering the tropics! 
Pack a light-weight 
folding umbrella and 
rain jacket that you 
can carry with you at 
all times. 

• Choose 
clothes that are light 
in weight, and fabric 

that can breathe – natural rather than synthetic material. 
• Bring a few months’ supply of any prescription medication. 

The local pharmacies will be able to match your medication 
from back home, but best to have an adequate supply.  

• Pack light! Don’t carry too much with you. You’ll be able to 
get most things in Bali. However… larger sizes in clothing 
and shoes can be harder to find, so bear this in mind. 

• A battery pack for charging your phone could come in 
handy, and don’t forget plug point adaptors.  

• Remember to pack a laptop or tablet for lesson planning 
purposes. 

• Referring back to the dress code for both in class and at 
pracs, choose items that are easy to wash and dry, and 
don’t need dry-cleaning.  

• Don’t pack too many pairs of shoes – trainers for sport, flip-
flops for about town (it gets hot!), a formal but comfortable 
slip-on shoe for teaching, and another pair of open/cool 
shoes for casual. 

• Take photos of your luggage in case it gets lost in transit, 
and be sure to put your contact details on them. 

• Remember a hat, sunscreen and sunglasses for when out 
and about.  

 
What should I bring with me to the course and to Bali? 
• An open mind and sense of humour!  
• Your ORIGINAL degree and transcripts if you are a degree 
holder, so we can apply for the best jobs according to your 
qualifications. If you are heading to Bali, Thailand or Vietnam, this 
is essential as required to process the work permit. If you are 
from SA or UK, please request a document on how to 
authenticate your documents before coming over, as the SA and 
UK consulates in Bali Thailand and Vietnam no longer do this. 
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• Your prepared CV/resumé, and we’ll assist you in tweaking it for 
the local job market. 
• CLEAR CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK 
A clear criminal background check is another requirement that 
you will need to meet to work as a teacher in Indonesia. You don’t 
need to have this before you apply for a job, but you will need to 
be able to get one. Your recruiter will be able to offer you some 
advice on where to get your background check from, but in most 
cases, it is from your local law enforcement authority. 
For the police check for UK Citizens, we now recommend going 
through DBS Scotland, as it is easier and cheaper! Go to this 
website: http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/basicdisclosureo
nline/ 
It will take you to the Basic Disclosure application, which is what 
most people from the UK use to get the visas sorted in Asia. It 
costs £25 and takes around 14 days to be sent to you by post. It 
does not ask for any reasoning for the application, so will be much 
easier than the ACRO option. South Africans can apply via 
VeriSource, details to be provided. 
For USA citizens, FBI 
check: http://www.nationalbackgroundcheck.com/FBI%20chann
eling%20all.pdf 
For Australia please follow this link 
https://www.nationalcrimecheck.com.au/ 
 
• We provide all stationery. Bringing a laptop or tablet (whichever 
you find easier to work on) will make your time on the course, as 
well as afterwards as a teacher, MUCH easier. You'll need to do 
research and resource for lesson plans, type up lesson plans, 
etc. We do have computers at the training centre, but these are 
for printing purposes only. Afterwards, you will really need one 

for teaching, so we strongly suggest you bring something with 
you. 

• At least 12 passport size/quality photos. You will need them 
for visas, work permits and other legal documents.  
• Everything else as per normal travel requirements and 
personal effects. 
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13  - When you’re here 
 
 
 

Arrival at Ngurah Rai International Airport 
Kindly give us your arrival details to Ngurah Rai International 
Airport as soon as you have them, so we can arrange for the 
hotel to collect you. If you are arriving to Bali via land, please 
inform us so we can give you directions to the hotel.   

 
Living costs in Bali: 
 
PLEASE NOTE: these are estimates for the purpose of assisting 
you to budget, and we cannot be responsible for any price 
increases, unforeseen expenses, or variables due to lifestyle. 
 

 
Income: +/- $1000 (could be more) tax at 7 – 8%, 

about $80 
 

Expense Notes cost 
Rent Most apartments are 

serviced weekly incl 
in price. Most incl 
security and wifi. 
Upper end of price 
scale will incl a gym 
and swimming pool 

$150- $400/month 
One month’s 
deposit due 
(average $300) 

Wifi Incl in most rentals, 
and available at 
most 
restaurants/bars for 

$50/per 3 months 
if not incl in rental 

free. If not, can pay 
for 3 months at a 
time, no contract 
required 

Transport Public transport is 
cheap in Bali. This 
cost is based on in-
and-around Phnom 
Penh. Most people 
will hire a scooter for 
their time here 
which again is very 
cheap. 

$70/month for 
scooter hire 
OR 
$50/month general 
public transport 

Food If you eat Balinese 
food, you can eat for 
as little as $5/day. If 
you prefer Western 
food, do 
combination of 
grocery shopping 
and street food 

$200/month for 
combination of 
Western and local 
food, (groceries 
and street food) 
excluding alcohol  

Water At apartment, often 
incl in rate 

$7/month 

Electricity At apartment Approx. 
$60/month 

Entertainment Subject to lifestyle  
 
What salary can I expect to earn as a teacher in Bali, Cambodia 
Vietnam and Thailand? 
As a native English speaker without a degree and your TEFL 
course complete, you can expect to earn approximately $900 to 
$1200 a month. Degree holders can expect more, sometimes 
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even double that. In Thailand, most of the jobs we list are 
between 33,000 and 45,000 baht, and we've had some exceed 
50,000 baht (degree holders only). If you have a PGCE or Ed 
degree, expect more.  
 
 
 
 
Dress code for class and pracs 

Dress code for class sessions at the training centre is  
'smart-casual' - no caps or hats, no plunging necklines 
for ladies, no overly revealing outfits, in the event that 
we have visitors to the centre. Please refrain from 
vests and 'short' shorts. Dress code for teaching 
practices is as follows: 
Men:  Long pants 
button shirt, can be short sleeved, a polo shirt is fine 
for while on the course. In Bali, they often require long 
sleeve shirt and a tie – be sure to pack accordingly! 
All piercings must be removed and tattoos must be 
covered. 
Smart shoes 
Ladies: No cleavage visible.  
Skirts or pants on or below the knee. NOTE: you will 
need at least one skirt, as some of the schools we 
teach at insist on skirts. 
Shoulders must be covered. 
NO BAGGY CLOTHING. They want a smart appearance 
please. Clothing should be subdued colours, no bright 
colours or patterns please.  
 
All piercings other than earrings must be removed, and 

all tattoos must be covered. 
Make sure that underwear and midriff do not show 
when moving about or bending. 
Some schools insist on closed shoes (no toes 
showing), so bring a pair. Note: It’s difficult to find 
larger shoes sizes in Asia! 
In general, teachers dress conservatively. You are 
expected to dress appropriately for your teaching 
practices, as you will be actively teaching in a real 
school environment. As a teacher in Asia you are 
revered. You are expected to dress and behave 
appropriately so that you deserve this respect granted 
to you. 
**Photo samples will be posted in your closed 
facebook group which will be set up one month before 
the start of your course*** 
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14 Travelling during and after the 
course 

 
 
 
Fancy travelling in your down time or after the course? 
Here’s a taster of where to go and what to do. 
 
1. Pura Tanah Lot 
About 20 kilometers northwest of Kuta, Pura Tanah Lot ("Pura" 
means temple in Balinese) is one of Bali's most iconic temples. Its 
spectacular seaside setting, on a rocky islet surrounded by 
crashing waves wows all who visit. 
 
. 2. Mount Batur 
Every day in Bali's predawn darkness, hundreds of visitors begin 
the trek up the 1,700-meter summit of Mount Batur to watch the 
sun rise above the lush mosaic of mist-shrouded mountains and 
the caldera far below. 
 
 
 
3. Uluwatu Temple 
Presiding over plunging 
sea cliffs above one of 
Bali's best surf spots, 
Uluwatu Temple (Pura 
Luhur Uluwatu) is one of 

the island's most famous temples, thanks to its magnificent 
clifftop setting. 
 
4. Ubud Monkey Forest 
Only 10 minutes' walk south of the town center in Ubud, Bali, the 
Monkey Forest, also known as the Sacred Monkey Forest 
Sanctuary, is one of the top things to do in Ubud. It's also one of 
the best places to visit in Bali if you're an animal lover or 
photographer. 
 
5. Ubud Art & Culture 
Made famous by the book 
and movie Eat, Pray, 
Love, Ubud is also the 
epicenter of Balinese art 
and culture. This is where 
the modern Balinese art 
movement was born, with 
the surrounding royal 
palaces and temples 
acting as the main 
patrons. 
 
 
 
6. Tegallalang and 
Jatiluwih Rice Terraces in 
Bali 
If you're a photographer 
seeking to capture Bali's 
beautiful emerald-hued 
rice fields, the 
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Tegallalang or Jatiluwih rice terraces should be at the top of your 
sightseeing agenda. 
 
7. Pura Ulun Danu Bratan 
On a small island along the western shore of Lake Bratan, in the 
cool highlands of central Bali, the 17th-century Pura Ulun Danu 
Bratan is one of Bali's most picturesque temple complexes. Set 
against the imposing backdrop of Gunung Bratan, the thatched 
temples reflect on the lake, and when the water levels rise, they 
seem to float on its surface. 
 
8. Seminyak Shopping 
Bali is known for its flamboyant designers and fabulous shopping, 
and you'll find the best examples of Balinese design along the 
busy streets of Seminyak. Cutting-edge designer fashion, surf 
and swimwear, jewelry, furniture, and homewares are just some 
of the items you can buy at the chic shops and busy market stalls 
here. 
 
9. Nusa Dua Beach 
Want an escape from Bali's urban buzz? Nusa Dua Beach is your 
answer. Here, you can recline on a comfortable sun lounger, cool 
drink in hand, and listen to the gentle slosh of surf on silky, white 
sands. You won't get that cultural hit you'll find elsewhere in Bali 
— this is a gated resort area on its own private peninsula after all, 
but if it's peace and relatively pristine sands you seek, you'll find 
it here, at one of Bali's best beaches. 
 
10. The Nusa Islands 
If you're craving a slower-paced Bali, without the crowds, traffic, 
and tourist touts, the Nusa Islands are where you'll find it. 
 

11. Kuta Beach 
Yes, it's crowded and persistent hawkers stalk the beach, but this 
famous stretch of sand, along with neighboring Legian and 
Seminyak Beaches just to the north, is one of the most happening 
places in Bali. You'll have a fun day out here — especially if you're 
a beginner surfer or you just want to soak up the scene. 
 
12. The Sidemen Valley 
About 90 minutes' drive northeast of Ubud, the emerald-hued 
Sidemen Valley evokes the feel of Old Bali, before the tourist 
throngs descended on the island. Sleepy villages snuggle in the 
valley amid cascading rice terraces, and cloud-capped Mount 
Agung looms in the background like a benevolent sentry. 
 
13. Sekumpul Waterfall 
In the Singaraja region, about 66 kilometers north of Ubud, 
Sekumpul Waterfall is considered by many to be Bali's most 
beautiful falls. The waterfall is actually a series of about seven 
falls, cascading like long misty veils over the lip of a lush, jungle-
clad cliff. 
 
14. Tirta Empul Temple 
Dating from around AD 960, Tirta Empul Temple (Pura Tirta 
Empul) in the lush tropical forest of Central Bali, offers a glimpse 
into a sacred purification ritual. 
 
15. Waterbom Bali 
Waterbom Bali is an action-packed water park, in the heart of 
Kuta, with something for every member of the family. Kids can 
splash in the swimming pools; drift down the Lazy River; or zoom 
down one of the many twisting water slides and rides, with names 
like the Python, Green Viper, and Super Bowl. 
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15 - A final note 
 
 
I would just like to leave you to ponder the following thoughts as 
you prepare for your new adventure. 

 
For some of you, it's your first time abroad, first time 
experiencing a new culture. Things WILL be different to 
back home. That's okay. Different does not mean inferior. 
If you go around expecting things to be as they are back 
home, or done as they are back home, you will be 
disappointed and will struggle to adapt to your new 
environment and culture. If something is different, or 
doesn't go your way... embrace it and take it as a 
challenge. We only grow when we are out of our comfort 
zone. 
If you want this new journey of yours to be successful, this 
is very important to remember. Attitude is everything. Just 
saying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


